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Nading shines
In Warriors’ win

By Jeff Johnson, The Gazette

CEDAR RAPIDS — He
had multiple things from
which to chouse.

There was the expert-
ly dropped bunt down
the third-base line that
helped set up a crooked-
number fourth inning for
his team. There was his
ringing RBI double to the
fence in left-center field
an inning later.

But Nick Nading’s
favorite thing about last
night was something
else.

“I think I liked the
way I pitched most,” the
Cedar Rapids Washing-
ton senior said, after his
team’s 6-2 win over Ce-
dar Rapids Xavier in the
semifinals of the Bob Vr-
bicek Metro Tournament
at Washington. “That’s
what I love.”

The right-hander
didn’t give up an earned
run in 4 1/3 relief innings
as Washington moved on
to the finals of this tour-
ney for a second consecu-
tive year. The Warriors
face Class 4A eighth-
ranked Cedar Rapids
Jefferson in tonight’s
championship game at
Veterans Memorial Sta-
dium at approximately 7.

“I was just trying to
throw strikes and help

my team out tonight,”
Nading said. “Just do the
best I can.”

Xavier scored an un-
earned run in the top of
the fourth for a 2-1 lead,
but Washington respond-
ed in the bottom of the
inning for four telltale
runs.

Jacob Bockenstedt
was hit by a pitch leading
off, then Nolan Cavana-
ugh reached when his
sacrifice bunt was mis-
played for an error.

Nading, who had all
of seven at-bats last sea-
son, moved the runners
up with his bunt, then a
walk filled the bases. A
run-scoring groundout
by Ben Skogman tied
things, then Draeden
Spang followed with a
clutch two-run single the
other way to right field
off losing pitcher Will
Angstman.

“I was thinking fast-
ball in the zone,” said
Spang, who was his
club’s starting pitcher.
“Get a good pitch to
drive, and it was a flat
fastball. I drove it to
right field, and, luckily,
it dropped. I thought he
was going to catch it,
but good luck for me, he
didn’t catch it.”
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